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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Utataitsit Authority (UTA)
have initiated the preparation of a Draft EnvirombaéImpact Statement (Draft
EIS) to evaluate public transportation improvemerftsese improvements
include the proposed extension of the existing IN@duth TRAX light rail
transit (LRT) line approximately 8.0 miles throute cities of Sandy and
Draperto the southernmost part of Salt Lake Cqudtgh.

This report describes the alternatives evaluatélddrinitial stages of the
development of the environmental document. Thergagon of the altematives
presentsthe nature and location of each and suin@sdheir physical and
operational characteristics. The report is divitied three sections. The first
two sections describe the No-Action and T ranspmrnabystem Management
(TSM) alternatives respectively. Thethird sectailines the Rail-Build
alternatives considered.

The alternatives consist of three separate caegai“No-Action” alternative, a
TSM alternative, and a family of Rail-Build altetivaes. The “No-Action”
alternative essentially maintains the present ¢@diand includes planned and
committed conditions for the future planning honzear. This also serves as a
baseline forthe evaluation of the other alterredtifor the purposes of
environmental impact assessment as required by clafrEnvironmental
Quality (CEQ) regulations in compliance with NEPRhe T SM alternative
consists of a variety of actions to improve exigtiransportation services
including modifications to existing bus routes, itidds to current park-and-ride
facilities, and minor roadway signal improvement$ie Rail-Build alternatives
emanating from the scoping meetings andthe Diaparsit Attematives Study
(UTA, 2006) consist of LRT service on three maigrainent alternatives: West
of I-15, State Street, andthe UT A Owned right-afyw
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The No-Action alternative includes the existingtigy networkthat is a part of
all alternatives plus the transportation improvetradrom the Wasatch Front
Regional Council (WFRCRRegional Transportation Pla¢RT P). The No-Action
altemative includes planned and committed highaagt transit facilties that are
likely to exist in the year 2030, with the exceptaf the Draper Transit Corridor
Project itself. The 2030 RTP was developed withaconstraints of reasonable
financial assumptions. The list of specific higlyvand transit facility
improvements contain only those projects that eafubhded between the years
2008 and 2030.

Transit services under the No-Action alternativasist of UT Aroues and
operating schedules in the region in February 28t8include all existing
facilities, plus other planned and committed tiapsbjects outlined in the
WFRC RTP. These projects include Bus Rapid T raB$iT ) service
improvement on 1300 East Street, commuter rail fRyovo to Salt Lake City
and other planned and committed LRT extension piejmthe RTP, except the
proposed extension to Draper. The No-Action alidve assumes normal
maintenance and replacement of existing facilsied equipment as their design
life is exceeded. The No-Action altermnative pradd baseline for comparing
travel benefits and other environmental impactseased with the other
altematives. The improvements contained inthd B8d Rail-Build
alternatives are those that could be made in additi those oulined in the No-
Action alkernative.
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The highway improvements included in the backgrdugbway network under
the No-Action atemative arethose projects from tipdated RTP. Highway
improvements in the region included in the No-Agctadternative arethe
following:

New interchange for the I-15 Freeway at 11400 S&tkéet
Upgrade and extend Highland Drive to the I-15 Fiaaew

Widen 700 East Street, 12300 South Street, 10606hS8treet, 11400
South Street

Build the Mountain View Corridor

Widen the I-15 Freeway to 12300 South Street



Upgrade Bangerter Highway to a grade-separateddyeé&omthe I-15
freeway to Mountain View Corridor

All of the highway and roadway improvements in tiee Action alternative
located withinthe study corridor are identifiedRigure 1.

The UTA Comprehensive Operations Analyslentifies both service and facility
improvements for its bus and rail system that Hasen implemented over the
past year. Othertransit service improvementsgsep in the RTP and included
in the No-Action alternative are listed below:

Continued growth in regular bus and paratransitisetin the region

Express Bus service during peak hours from Drajfigrt€ downtown
Salt Lake City, along 1300 East Street tothe I-Efi@eway, andthen via
the 1-15 Freeway to downtown

Express Bus service during peak hours from SantyadJniversity of
Utah, along 1300 East Street to the 1-215 Freetgafoothill Drive to
the University area

Construction of 96 miles of Bus Rapid Transit seeyincluding BRT
from Draper City to Downtown Salt Lake City, aloh800 East Street to
6200 South Street, andvia State Streetto downtown

Construction of 28 miles of LRT extensions to:
0 West Jordan and South Jordan

0 West Valley City

o Salt Lake City International Airport

0 Sugar House

o Downtown Salt Lake City loop

Construction of the 44 mile long Front Runner cortenwail line from
Salt Lake Cityto Provo

The Draper extension project was not included elihckground travel demand
network. This was done to isolate only those ttbeaefits and environmental
impacts resulting fromthe proposed extension efthfA North-South line from
Sandy to Draper City. Modifications to transit tesiincluded in the No-Action
altemnative are illustrated in Figure 2.
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The TSM alternative is a relatively low capitaltcapproach for addressing the
identified need for transit improvements in thedgtarea. It assumes the
implementation of the transit and highway improvatadnthe No-Action
alternative, plus potential low cost transit upgsah the study corridor. The
T SM provides a baseline for additional comparisbthe cost-effectiveness of
the Rail-Build alternatives. The TSM alternatigeshown in Figure 3.

The bus improvements included in the TSM altereatixe designed to address
existing shortcomings and provide enhanced seinittee Draper Transit
Corridor study area. Proposed improvements indluddollowing:

New local feeder bus service from the commuterstatlion in Bluffdale
tothe end of the Sandy TRAX line, mostly via 708sEStreet.

Increased Express Bus service from 14600 Southet$trédowntown
Salt Lake City via 1300 East Street and extensidhis serviceto the I-
215 Freeway and the I-15 Freeway. North of 1230@I8 Streetthe
proposed new service overlaps with Express Buseeproposed in
WFRC's RTP.

New BRT service from 12300 South Street and th® Fleeway, tothe
10000 South Street TRAX Station, which is curretitky end ofthe
North-South TRAX line.

The modifications to the existing No-Action routetwork do not include
realignments of the existing bus routes.
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The development of a network of strategically-ledatransit centers throughout
Salt Lake County at or near major activity centerassumed in the No-Action
alternative. The TSM alternative adds a transiterdn Draper City at 1300

East Street and at 12300 South Street includingvapark-and-ride facility at

the 12300 South location. This Center facilitatessfers between and access to
Express Bus, BRT and local services.

2

The TSM alternative recommends expanding park-aiedaapacity based on the
following modifications:

A new park-and-ride facility at 14600 South andti® Freeway to
serve express bus commuters

A new park-and-ride facility at 12300 South



Three alignment alternatives have emerged fronstloping process to date:

Alternative A: West of 1-15 — generally along Souldrdan Gateway and
Lone Peak Parkway west of the I-15 Freeway

Altemative B: State Street — generally along S&iteet, crossingto
west of the I-15 Freeway south of 12300 South Stree

Alternative C: UT A Right-of-Way — following the &sting UT A
(former Union Pacific [UP] Railroad Provo Industiizzad Railroad)
right-of-way

The existing TRAX service ends at the Sandy Stasauih of 10000 South
Street/Sego Lily Drive. All Rail-Build alternatigeextend from this station to a
terminal station located at 14600 South Street ttealr-15 Freeway.
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The West of I-15 alignment proceeds west to a nsoilith alignment that is
located west ofthe I-15 Freeway generally alongtisaordan Gateway and
LonePeak Parkway. Figure 4 depictsthe Alterrmativalignment.
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The proposed alignment tumns west immediately sofithe existing TRAX
Sandy Station, acrossthe existing park-and-riderid undeveloped land. It
enters the right-of-way of 10000 South Street aslewated guideway at a point
east of State Street and drops down to a centerrrgralignment west of State
Street. The alignment continues under the |-1®Wag, where bridge abutment
modifications will be required to provide adequateet cross section.
Immediately west of I-15, Alternative A turns sowti South 300 West Street,
running between the existing UP and I-15 rightsvaf. After a grade-separated
crossing of 10600 South Street, it continues satigrade until it entersthe
median of South Jordan Parkway approximately 1860 $outh of 10600 South
Street.
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After entering the center of South Jordan Gatewdgrnative A proceeds south
on South Jordan Gateway, Lone Peak Parkway, arth 386 West; through
undeveloped land, then between developments toeBa@rgHighway, with grade
separations occurring at 11400 South Street, 13800h Street and Bangerter
Highway. South of Bangerter Highway, the alignntemhs east and runs first
parallel to the southbound I-15 entrance ramp, #leng the east side of Pony
Express Road, a frontage road running immediatekt wf the I-15 Freeway.
The alignment follows Pony Express Roadto itsrggetion with 14600 South
Street. The crossing at 14600 South Street isaalegand leads to a terminal
station on the south side of 14600 South Street.

An alkemative alignment which connects with therferRunner commuter
service at 14600 South Street is possible. Frantthssing at Bangerter
Highway, the alignment proceeds southwest immelligdacent to the
highway. Priorto crossing the UP,the LRT cursesth, running adjacent to the
railroad, crossing 14600 South Street on a newegsagarated structure,
terminating at the planned Front Runner 14600 S&tation.
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The Alternative A alignment has four new statiordl stations will be provided
with park-and-ride facilities. See Table 4-1.
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The State Street alignment begins at the existRgX Sandy Station and
travels south along surface streetsto 14600 Semtket. Figure 5 depictsthe
Alternative B alignment.
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Beginning atthe TRAX Sandy Station, the propodepshment follows the
existing UT A right-of-way to 10600 South Streetetdafter running in the
median west until it approaches State Street.hi&tgoint, the alignment risesto
turn south on State Street via a short elevatagsedropping immediately to
grade in the center of State Street. AlternatiMe &nter running in State Street
from 10600 South Street to 12300 South Street. cfbssing of 11400 South
Street is grade separated.
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Just north of 12300 South Street, the alignmenbrbes elevated for
approximately 2500 feet, crossing 12300 South Stieé swinging to the west
overthe I-15 Freeway. West of I-15, AlternativedBurnsto grade and enters
the center of South 125 West Street. From heeealignment is the same as for
Alterative A, through undeveloped land and betwedewelopments, over
Bangerter Highway and east of Pony Express ro4d 690 South Street.

An optional alignment is possible for Alternative Between 12300 Street and
Bangerter Highway, this alignment would run in #&wveted configuration within
the median of the I-15 freeway. Because of ithlagst, this option was not
used as the baseline for Alternative B.
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The Alternative B alignment has four new statioRsrk-and-ride facilities are assumed at all shatio
See Table 4-2.
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The UTA Right-of-Way alternative runs along thenfi@r Union Pacific Railroad
Provo Industrial Lead right-of-way, currently ownled UT A. Figure 6 depicts
the Alternative C alignment.

From the existing TRAX Sandy Station, the alignmsmits to the west side of
the right-of-way, running south opposite an exigtiike trail. The alignment
crosses 10600 South Street, 11000 South Streetlatd South Street at-grade.
Immediately south of 11400 South Street, the algnincurves slightly to the
east, then runs on atangent, crossing 700 E&st SIr2000 South Street and
DraperParkway at-grade.

Continuing within the UT A ROW, the alignment cunessst to cross Pioneer
Road at-grade on a skew. At this point, it makesseping curve south, then
southwest, crossing 1300 East Street, Boulter Sare 13200 South Street
(pedestrian only) at-grade. The LRT then cros8€9 East Street, Bangerter
Highway, and Highland Drive on grade separationsxating railroad bridges,
terminating immediately south of Highland Drive §D® South Street).
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The Alternative C alignment has five new statiovth the exception of the
Highland Drive Station, each station is assumelatce park-and-ride facilities.
See Table 4-3.
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