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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Utah Transit Authority (UTA) 

have init iated the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft 

EIS) to evaluate public transportation improvements.  These improvements 

include the proposed extension of the exist ing North-South TRAX light rail 
transit (LRT) line approximately 8.0 miles through the cit ies of Sandy and 

Draper to the southernmost part of Salt Lake County, Utah. 

This report describes the alternatives evaluated in the init ial stages of the 

development of the environmental document.  The description of the alternatives 

presents the nature and location of each and summarizes their physical and 
operational characterist ics.  The report is divided into three sections.  The first 

two sections describe the No-Action and Transportation System Management 

(TSM) alternatives respectively.  The third section outlines the Rail-Build 

alternatives considered. 

The alternatives consist of three separate categories: a “No-Action” alternative, a 
TSM alternative, and a family of Rail-Build alternatives.  The “No-Action” 

alternative essentially maintains the present condit ion and includes planned and 

committed condit ions for the future planning horizon year.  This also serves as a 

baseline for the evaluation of the other alternatives for the purposes of 

environmental impact assessment as required by Council of Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) regulations in compliance with NEPA.  The TSM alternative 
consists of a variety of actions to improve exist ing transportation services 

including modifications to exist ing bus routes, addit ions to current park-and-ride 

facilit ies, and minor roadway signal improvements.  The Rail-Build alternatives 

emanating from the scoping meetings and the Draper Transit Alternatives Study 

(UTA, 2006) consist of LRT service on three main alignment alternatives: West 
of I-15, State Street, and the UTA Owned right-of-way. 
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The No-Action alternative includes the exist ing highway network that is a part of 

all alternatives plus the transportation improvements from the Wasatch Front 

Regional Council (WFRC) Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  The No-Action 

alternative includes planned and committed highway and transit facilit ies that are 
likely to exist in the year 2030, with the exception of the Draper Transit Corridor 

Project itself.  The 2030 RTP was developed within the constraints of reasonable 

financial assumptions.  The list of specific highway and transit facility 

improvements contain only those projects that can be funded between the years 

2008 and 2030.  

Transit services under the No-Action alternative consist of UTA routes and 

operating schedules in the region in February 2008 and include all exist ing 

facilit ies, plus other planned and committed transit projects outlined in the 

WFRC RTP.  These projects include Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service 

improvement on 1300 East Street, commuter rail from Provo to Salt Lake City 
and other planned and committed LRT extension projects in the RTP, except the 

proposed extension to Draper.  The No-Action alternative assumes normal 

maintenance and replacement of exist ing facilit ies and equipment as their design 

life is exceeded.  The No-Action alternative provides a baseline for comparing 

travel benefits and other environmental impacts associated with the other 

alternatives.  The improvements contained in the TSM and Rail-Build 
alternatives are those that could be made in addit ion to those outlined in the No-

Action alternative. 
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The highway improvements included in the background highway network under 

the No-Action alternative are those projects from the updated RTP.  Highway 

improvements in the region included in the No-Action alternative are the 

following: 

·  New interchange for the I-15 Freeway at 11400 South Street 

·  Upgrade and extend Highland Drive to the I-15 Freeway 

·  Widen 700 East Street, 12300 South Street, 10600 South Street, 11400 

South Street 

·  Build the Mountain View Corridor 

·  Widen the I-15 Freeway to 12300 South Street 
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·  Upgrade Bangerter Highway to a grade-separated freeway from the I-15 

freeway to Mountain View Corridor 
 

All of the highway and roadway improvements in the No-Action alternative 

located within the study corridor are identified in Figure 1.  
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The UTA Comprehensive Operations Analysis identifies both service and facility 

improvements for its bus and rail system that have been implemented over the 

past year.  Other transit service improvements proposed in the RTP and included 

in the No-Action alternative are listed below: 

·  Continued growth in regular bus and paratransit service in the region 

·  Express Bus service during peak hours from Draper City to downtown 

Salt Lake City, along 1300 East Street to the I-215 Freeway, and then via 
the I-15 Freeway to downtown 

·  Express Bus service during peak hours from Sandy to the University of 

Utah, along 1300 East Street to the I-215 Freeway, to Foothill Drive to 

the University area 

·  Construction of 96 miles of Bus Rapid Transit service, including BRT 

from Draper City to Downtown Salt Lake City, along 1300 East Street to 

6200 South Street, and via State Street to downtown 

·  Construction of 28 miles of LRT extensions to: 

o West Jordan and South Jordan 

o West Valley City 

o Salt Lake City International Airport 

o Sugar House 

o Downtown Salt Lake City loop 

·  Construction of the 44 mile long Front Runner commuter rail line from 

Salt Lake City to Provo 

The Draper extension project was not included in the background travel demand 

network.  This was done to isolate only those travel benefits and environmental 
impacts result ing from the proposed extension of the UTA North-South line from 

Sandy to Draper City.  Modifications to transit routes included in the No-Action 

alternative are illustrated in Figure 2. 
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The TSM alternative is a relatively low capital cost approach for addressing the 

identified need for transit improvements in the study area.  It  assumes the 

implementation of the transit and highway improvements in the No-Action 

alternative, plus potential low cost transit upgrades in the study corridor.  The 
TSM provides a baseline for addit ional comparison of the cost-effectiveness of 

the Rail-Build alternatives.  The TSM alternative is shown in Figure 3. 

The bus improvements included in the TSM alternative are designed to address 

exist ing shortcomings and provide enhanced service in the Draper Transit 

Corridor study area.  Proposed improvements include the following: 

·  New local feeder bus service from the commuter rail station in Bluffdale 
to the end of the Sandy TRAX line, mostly via 700 East Street. 

·  Increased Express Bus service from 14600 South Street to Downtown 

Salt Lake City via 1300 East Street and extension of this service to the I-
215 Freeway and the I-15 Freeway.  North of 12300 South Street the 

proposed new service overlaps with Express Bus service proposed in 

WFRC’s RTP. 

·  New BRT service from 12300 South Street and the I-15 Freeway, to the 
10000 South Street TRAX Station, which is currently the end of the 

North-South TRAX line. 

&��  .����������!���
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The modifications to the exist ing No-Action route network do not include 
realignments of the exist ing bus routes. 
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The development of a network of strategically-located transit centers throughout 
Salt Lake County at or near major activity centers is assumed in the No-Action 

alternative.  The TSM alternative adds a transit center in Draper City at 1300 

East Street and at 12300 South Street including a new park-and-ride facility at 

the 12300 South location.  This Center facilitates transfers between and access to 

Express Bus, BRT and local services. 
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The TSM alternative recommends expanding park-and-ride capacity based on the 

following modifications:   

·  A new park-and-ride facility at 14600 South and the I-15 Freeway to 
serve express bus commuters 

·  A new park-and-ride facility at 12300 South 
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Three alignment alternatives have emerged from the scoping process to date: 

·  Alternative A: West of I-15 – generally along South Jordan Gateway and 

Lone Peak Parkway west of the I-15 Freeway 

·  Alternative B: State Street – generally along State Street, crossing to 

west of the I-15 Freeway south of 12300 South Street 

·  Alternative C:  UTA Right-of-Way – following the exist ing UTA 
(former Union Pacific [UP] Railroad Provo Industrial Lead Railroad) 

right-of-way 

The exist ing TRAX service ends at the Sandy Station south of 10000 South 

Street/Sego Lily Drive.  All Rail-Build alternatives extend from this station to a 

terminal station located at 14600 South Street near the I-15 Freeway. 
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The West of I-15 alignment proceeds west to a north-south alignment that is 

located west of the I-15 Freeway generally along South Jordan Gateway and 

Lone Peak Parkway.  Figure 4 depicts the Alternative A alignment.   
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The proposed alignment turns west immediately south of the exist ing TRAX 

Sandy Station, across the exist ing park-and-ride lot and undeveloped land.  It  
enters the right-of-way of 10000 South Street as an elevated guideway at a point 

east of State Street and drops down to a center-running alignment west of State 

Street.  The alignment continues under the I-15 Freeway, where bridge abutment 

modifications will be required to provide adequate street cross section.  

Immediately west of I-15, Alternative A turns south on South 300 West Street, 
running between the exist ing UP and I-15 rights-of-way.  After a grade-separated 

crossing of 10600 South Street, it  continues south at-grade until it  enters the 

median of South Jordan Parkway approximately 1700 feet south of 10600 South 

Street.  
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After entering the center of South Jordan Gateway, Alternative A proceeds south 

on South Jordan Gateway, Lone Peak Parkway, and South 125 West; through 

undeveloped land, then between developments to Bangerter Highway, with grade 

separations occurring at 11400 South Street, 12300 South Street and Bangerter 

Highway.  South of Bangerter Highway, the alignment turns east and runs first 
parallel to the southbound I-15 entrance ramp, then along the east side of Pony 

Express Road, a frontage road running immediately west of the I-15 Freeway.  

The alignment follows Pony Express Road to its intersection with 14600 South 

Street.  The crossing at 14600 South Street is at-grade and leads to a terminal 

station on the south side of 14600 South Street. 
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An alternative alignment which connects with the Front Runner commuter 

service at 14600 South Street is possible.  From the crossing at Bangerter 

Highway, the alignment proceeds southwest immediately adjacent to the 
highway.  Prior to crossing the UP, the LRT curves south, running adjacent to the 

railroad, crossing 14600 South Street on a new grade-separated structure, 

terminating at the planned Front Runner 14600 South Station. 
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The Alternative A alignment has four new stations.  All stations will be provided 

with park-and-ride facilit ies.  See Table 4-1. 
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The State Street alignment begins at the exist ing TRAX Sandy Station and 
travels south along surface streets to 14600 South Street.  Figure 5 depicts the 

Alternative B alignment.   
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Beginning at the TRAX Sandy Station, the proposed alignment follows the 

exist ing UTA right-of-way to 10600 South Street, thereafter running in the 

median west until it  approaches State Street.  At this point, the alignment rises to 

turn south on State Street via a short elevated section, dropping immediately to 

grade in the center of State Street.  Alternative B is center running in State Street 
from 10600 South Street to 12300 South Street.  The crossing of 11400 South 

Street is grade separated.  
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Just north of 12300 South Street, the alignment becomes elevated for 
approximately 2500 feet, crossing 12300 South Street and swinging to the west 

over the I-15 Freeway.  West of I-15, Alternative B returns to grade and enters 

the center of South 125 West Street.  From here, the alignment is the same as for 

Alternative A, through undeveloped land and between developments, over 

Bangerter Highway and east of Pony Express road to 14600 South Street. 

An optional alignment is possible for Alternative B.  Between 12300 Street and 

Bangerter Highway, this alignment would run in an elevated configuration within 

the median of the I-15 freeway.  Because of its high cost, this option was not 

used as the baseline for Alternative B.  
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The Alternative B alignment has four new stations.  Park-and-ride facilit ies are assumed at all stations.  

See Table 4-2. 
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The UTA Right-of-Way alternative runs along the former Union Pacific Railroad 

Provo Industrial Lead right-of-way, currently owned by UTA.  Figure 6 depicts 

the Alternative C alignment.   
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From the exist ing TRAX Sandy Station, the alignment shifts to the west side of 

the right-of-way, running south opposite an exist ing bike trail.  The alignment 

crosses 10600 South Street, 11000 South Street and 11400 South Street at-grade.  

Immediately south of 11400 South Street, the alignment curves slightly to the 
east, then runs on a tangent, crossing 700 East Street, 12000 South Street and 

Draper Parkway at-grade.   

Continuing within the UTA ROW, the alignment curves east to cross Pioneer 

Road at-grade on a skew.  At this point, it makes a sweeping curve south, then 

southwest, crossing 1300 East Street, Boulter Street and 13200 South Street 

(pedestrian only) at-grade.  The LRT then crosses 1300 East Street, Bangerter 
Highway, and Highland Drive on grade separations at exist ing railroad bridges, 

terminating immediately south of Highland Drive (14600 South Street).   
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The Alternative C alignment has five new stations.  With the exception of the 

Highland Drive Station, each station is assumed to have park-and-ride facilit ies.  

See Table 4-3. 
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